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FSB + Sustainability 
Everything gets a green light



We are amongst the pioneers for the environment. Our lights 
have been set to green since 1991. And we are the first 
architectural hardware company worldwide to be certified to 
ISO 14 025. But hopefully not the last!

Noise prevention
Whether for the vicinity of our factory, 
which is in the middle of a mixed area of 
homes and businesses, or for the well-
being of our staff, we try hard to keep the 
noise down. We have had noise levels in-
dependently checked since 1995 and we 
are always below the legally defined limits.

Waste avoidance + recycling
Waste which requires disposal arises as 
commercial waste through the entire com-
pany and waste requiring special disposal 
arises in the milling shop, during machin-
ing, in the tool-making shop and in the an-
odising plant. Our foundry produces waste
which can be recycled. Since 1992/93 
FSB has managed to reduce the amount 

of non-recyclable waste by about 39% 
from 923 t to 571 t. This was largely due 
to the construction of a new anodising 
plant, which is one of the most modern & 
environmentally friendly of its type. We 
were also able to reduce the total quantity 
of waste from 1992/93 by about 25%.



Energy efficiency
FSB aims to use resources as sparingly as 
possible and has committed itself to energy  
saving. Since 2004 an energy committee  
has analysed our energy consumption. 
Regular so-called PIUS checks reveal pos-
sible savings, which we then implement, 
for example by installing a district heating
connection early in 2008. 

100% water recycling
At FSB, water is needed in many manu-
facturing processes. To look after this val-
uable resource, at the end of the 1990s 
we built a water treatment plant for the 
anodising process with which both rain-
water and water from production is treat-
ed so that it can be reused.

Rebalancing the hydraulics in our hot 
water distribution system in 2011 led to 
savings in our gas consumption of 45,000 
kWh. 2012 will be dominated b the intro-
duction of the DIN EN 16 001 energy 
management system for further optimi-
sation of our energy efficiency.



FSB and our subsidiary SSF Sächsische 
Schlossfabrik provide an environmental 
product declaration (EPD) for each ma-
terial to ISO 14 025, making a valid 
contribution to sustainable architecture. 
Our EPDs cover more than 25,000 items, 
giving us a leading role in our sector 
around the world. 

With typical German thoroughness, we 
have not just examined individual products 
but have used objective criteria to show 
our appreciation of sustainability in black 
and white over FSB’s and SSF’s entire 
range. This applies without restriction both 
for our classic commercial fittings as well 
as for SSF’s lock products. It applies for 
all of our barrier-free and sanitary prod-
ucts and even applies for our innovative 
electronically organised access solutions 
(EZK system). We actively support a glob-
ally established concept which under-
stands sustainability as an equal balance 
between ecological, economic and social 
factors. There is now a global consensus 
that, in view of the worldwide social and 
climatic challenges, this understanding of 
sustainability is of fundamental importance 
for coming generations’ quality of life. 

We have always understood our products 
as “Architecture en miniature”. This does 
not just mean that our products are used 
in architecture, rather that we assess tech-
nology and design against the the length 
of time that buildings or architecture are 
used in the widest sense. For us, con-
structing buildings is first and foremost 
an architectural task affecting the entire 
community, and we see our products as 
the interface between people and archi-
tecture, to which we have made a satis-
factory contribution for over 130 years. 
The prerequisite for this is a product phi-
losophy aiming for first class quality and 
thus for sustainability. 

“Sustainability” – something which every-
one is talking about these days – was 
something on which FSB had already 
 taken action, even when ecology was still 
viewed as something at the fringe of so-
ciety, which only concerned those who 
wore – at least that’s what was said at the 
time – hand knitted clothes made from 
natural wool. FSB had already started re-
flecting on the subject in the 1990s, when 
“ecology” was still greeted with a weary 
smile in most companies, with its project 
entertainingly called “clean underwear” 
about ecological effects at our production 
site in Brakel and what to do with the 
waste products resulting from production. 

At the end of 1995, FSB was the first com-
pany in North Rhine Westphalia and only 
the second company in Germany to be 
audited to the strict rules of the EU’s eco-
logical audit. This was preceded in 1991 
by the first company agreement in Germa-
ny on the protection of the environment. 
Over a period of whit is now almost twenty 
years, we still ask ourselves again: “How 
green is our business?

REG.NO. DE-108-00003

Here is FSB’s “green” history:

1991  First company agreement in Ger-
many on the protection of the envi-
ronment

1992  Setup of a company organisation 
which reflects environmental con-
cerns

1993  First environmental declaration
1994  German environmental prize for the 

district of East Westphalia Lippe
1995  ISO 9001 environmental manual
1996  EU eco-audit certification
since 
1996  every 3 years certification to ISO  

14 001 and EMAS
2008  Joined DGNB 2009, preparation for 

ISO 14 025 
2010  FSB and SSF are the first architec-

tural hardware companies in the 
world with an environmental product 
declaration to ISO 14 025

The requirements for certification to ISO 
14 025 are product-specific ecological 
balance sheets, which are verifications of 
product and company data which are pro-
duced independently & neutrally. The es-
sential characteristics of ecological balance 
sheets are not just very specific environ-
mental aspects such as we know from the 
“blue angle” in Germany, (e.g. “environ-
mentally compatible – made of 100% re-
cycled paper”), but much more the as-
sessment of the entire chain of value cre-
ation of a product. In this context, a check 
is made how the environment is protected 
while the product is being made and then 
used, as well as considering how it can be 
recycled. It was ideal here that on the one 
hand FSB could use the results of the cer-
tifications to ISO 14 001 and EMAS, and 
on the other hand, the materials always 
used by FSB: aluminium, stainless steel, 
bronze and brass are ideal candidates for 
the calculations. Overleaf, you will find an 
overview of the environmental product 
declarations available from FSB and SSF.

 “How green is our business?”
Everything gets a green light



Umwelt-Produktdeklaration
nach ISO 14 025

Aluminium – Türdrücker, 
Fenstergriffe, Zubehör, 

elektronische Zutrittskontrolle

Franz Schneider Brakel GmbH + Co KG

Deklarationsnummer
EPD-FSB-2011111-D

Institut Bauen und Umwelt e. V.
www.bau-umwelt.com

Aluminium

fsb_epd-titelseiten.indd   3 15 06 11   13:46

Umwelt-Produktdeklaration
nach ISO 14 025

Edelstahl – Türdrücker, 
Fenstergriffe, Zubehör, 

elektronische Zutrittskontrolle

Franz Schneider Brakel GmbH + Co KG

Deklarationsnummer
EPD-FSB-2011211-D

Institut Bauen und Umwelt e. V.
www.bau-umwelt.com

Edelstahl

fsb_epd-titelseiten.indd   1 15 06 11   13:50

 EPD-FSB-2010111-D 
Door handles, window handles, 
EZK system made of aluminium 

EPD-FSB-2010211-D 
 Door handles, window handles, 
EZK system made of stainless steel

Umwelt-Produktdeklaration
nach ISO 14 025

Bronze/Messing – Türdrücker, 
Fenstergriffe, Zubehör, 

elektronische Zutrittskontrolle

Franz Schneider Brakel GmbH + Co KG

Deklarationsnummer
EPD-FSB-2011311-D

Institut Bauen und Umwelt e. V.
www.bau-umwelt.com

Bronze | Messing

fsb_epd-titelseiten.indd   5 15 06 11   13:46

Umwelt-Produktdeklaration
nach ISO 14 025

Barrierefreies 
ErgoSystem® und Zubehör 

Franz Schneider Brakel GmbH + Co KG

Deklarationsnummer
EPD-FSB-2011411-D

Institut Bauen und Umwelt e. V.
www.bau-umwelt.com

ErgoSystem®

fsb_epd-titelseiten.indd   7 15 06 11   13:47

EPD-FSB-2010311-D
Door handles, window handles, 
EZK system in bronze or brass

EPD-FSB-2010411-D 
Barrier-free ErgoSystem®

Umwelt-Produktdeklaration
nach ISO 14 025

Einsteckschlösser/Schließbleche

Sächsische Schlossfabrik GmbH
Ein Unternehmen von FSB

Deklarationsnummer
EPD-FSB-2011511-D

Institut Bauen und Umwelt e. V.
www.bau-umwelt.com

Einsteckschlösser

fsb_epd-titelseiten.indd   9 15 06 11   13:47

Umwelt-Produktinformation
Nachhaltig Bauen nach LEED

Objektbeschläge
Elektronische Zutrittsorganisation

Schlösser + Schließbleche
Barrierefreie Systemlösungen

Franz Schneider Brakel GmbH + Co KG

www.fsb.de/leed

fsb_leed-broschuere_d.indd   1 10.01.11   15:24

EPD-FSB-2010511-D 
Locks and strike plates from SSF 

Environmental product information 
Sustainable building to LEED

Our green credentials 
black on white

Environmental product declarations to 
ISO 14 025 are required for the certifi ca-
tion of buildings constructed sustainably 
under the German Sustainable Building 
Council (DGNB) system. The DGNB cer-
tifi cate is awarded to buildings which pro-
tect the environment, are commercially 
effi cient and user-friendly, whatever use 
the building is put to. 

The aims of sustainable construction are 
based on minimising the consumption of 
energy and resources. The consequence 
of this approach, which was formulated 
in 2007 and which amongst other things 
forms the basis of the EN standard 15 804, 
is now seen as pioneering around the 
world. The DGNB certifi cate consistently 
pursues the evaluation of the entire value 
creation chain over all phases in the the 
life of a building. The aim is to optimise 
all factors affecting the life cycle, from the 
extraction of raw materials, through build-
ing and on to demolition. It is not just the 
materials used to construct a building 
which are considered but the components 
used as well. With our range of products, 
which is certifi ed to ISO 14 025 and con-
tains more than 25,000 items, we do make 
a signifi cant contribution.

Our environmental product information as 
well as all of our environmental product 
declarations are available on the Internet 
under www.fsb.de/ISO14025 for you to 
download (only available in German).



 

Franz Schneider 
Brakel GmbH + Co KG

Nieheimer Straße 38 
33034 Brakel
Germany 

Phone +49 5272 608-0 
Fax   +49 5272 608-300 
www.fsb.de · info@fsb.de 00
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